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Recommendation Status 

Revise MPD General Order 401.03, which covers crash reporting procedures.  
The MPD general order requiring officers to finish crash reports by the end of 
their shifts is unfair to both officers and bicyclists.  MPD should revise its 
directive to allow officers to leave crash reports as pending until all necessary 
statements are obtained.  MPD should also require that officers explain in the 
final report any missing statements from those involved in the crash, similar to 
the policy in Minneapolis.  

Adopted in part, denied in part.  MPD states that it will consider the 
recommendations in any review of General Order 401.03.  MPD also issued a 
teletype to its officers reminding them that all parties involved in a crash shall 
be interviewed, including bicyclists or pedestrians transported to the hospital.  
The teletype also directs officers to amend any reports that are filed at the end 
of a shift before all interviews are completed.  However, MPD expressed that 
forms which are incomplete at the end of a shift are problematic, and that the 
Department prefers to finish the report and use a supplemental form “PD 252” 
to add additional information. 

Include a bicycle-specific field on the PD Form 10.  MPD should add a 
category for bicyclists in its “Type of Crash” field, and add a “riding into the 
road” category in its “Primary Contributing Circumstance” field.  The ability to 
select specific actions and possible risk factors makes reporting collisions more 
efficient and ensures accurate data are captured in a manner that allows officer 
discretion only in the initial recording of the data rather than allowing for an 
additional interpretive step when the statistics-collecting body tries to deduce 
these actions or factors from an officer’s narrative in a report form.  The 
resulting, more detailed statistical report of crash data will allow targeted 
action to be taken to address the problems identified therein. 

Pending.  MPD reports that the current version of General Order 401.03, 
which covers the use of PD Form 10s, was issued after several years of 
research and development, but that any future revisions will be made taking 
into account PCB’s recommendations. 



Continue training MPD officers on bicycle safety.  MPD has commendably 
launched efforts to establish better understanding of cyclist behavior and 
concerns through its bicycle and pedestrian safety class.  However, some vital 
subjects are missing from the curriculum, such as the proper use of bike lanes.  
Moreover, officers who take the bicycle and pedestrian safety course are not 
rigorously tested on the regulations that they review in the class.  MPD should 
allow for outside bicyclist advocates, such as members of WABA, to 
contribute to the class by reviewing and providing input on the curriculum and 
providing additional training where needed.  Also, the District should provide 
funding for the printing of more WABA books so that MPD officers may 
quickly and easily look up particular bicycle laws while in the field.  At a 
minimum, DDOT, which has the source material for the WABA book on its 
website, should make sure to provide this information to MPD electronically, 
so that MPD could disseminate the information to all officers responsible for 
enforcement of the bicyclist and traffic laws. 

Adopted.  MPD reports that it will conduct bi-monthly trainings during 
officers’ roll calls that cover bicycle and pedestrian safety, that the WABA 
book is on the MPD website, and that it has a training program entitled 
“Effective Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety Enforcement,” which officers can 
complete online. MPD also states that it will consider PCB’s recommendations 
in developing future training programs.  DDOT stated that it will contact MPD 
to provide information on bike lane use for inclusion in the next version of 
MPD’s training.  
 
MPD reports that DDOT is funding the printing of WABA books for all MPD 
officers, and DDOT confirmed that it is preparing to print more guides after the 
correction of a regulation.  DDOT reported further that it developed a web 
version which is optimized for smart phones, thereby expanding accessibility 
by cyclists and officers alike.   

MPD’s involvement in the Bicycle Advisory Council (BAC) should increase 
and BAC should be strengthened.  While a District government-led task force, 
BAC, already exists, MPD’s involvement has not been consistent and the 
group has not recently issued any recommendations regarding MPD 
enforcement of bicycle regulations.  Therefore, MPD and the city’s bicyclist 
community could both benefit from an increased MPD presence in BAC, 
similar to the way the bicycle task force operates in Los Angeles.  Because 
there are perceptions that some officers are pro-motorist and that a certain 
percentage of bicyclists openly flout the traffic laws, bringing together MPD 
and various representatives of the District’s biking community more often 
would promote greater understanding of relevant concerns and allow BAC to 
directly address them.  MPD and bicyclist advocacy groups could also use this 
forum to make targeted recommendations to MPD, DDOT, and WABA that 
would educate police officers and cyclists and promote awareness and 
understanding between the two groups, similar to how the bicycle task force 
functions in Los Angeles.  Since BAC has already been given the authority to 
provide advice to the District on matters pertaining to bicycling issues, the task 
force should exercise that power when faced with concerns from the cycling 
community, such as those discussed at the February 2011 hearing.  Finally, to 
increase its visibility and encourage more public participation, BAC should 
publish a full list of committee members, post its meeting minutes on its 
website, and establish a listserv that generates messages notifying interested 
parties of upcoming meetings and other important developments.   

Adopted.   BAC published an update on December 26, 2011, stating that MPD 
had strengthened its involvement with BAC by appointing a liaison, and that 
the liaison announced a series of bicyclist and pedestrian safety enforcement 
measures.  MPD states that this liaison has daily communication with BAC 
members and responds to issues and concerns as they arise.  MPD also 
expressed willingness to consider linking to WABA’s website to allow MPD 
officers greater access to BAC’s information.  BAC has posted its membership, 
minutes of meetings, and a variety of information on its activities, which 
include developing policy recommendations,  on its blog, dcbac.blogspot.com.  
BAC also maintains a twitter feed (twitter.com/DCBAC), a Facebook page 
(DC BAC), and a Google group (DC Bicycle Advisory Council), and also 
began posting updates through Google+ (DCBAC) on November 24, 2011. 

 


